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CUBA. 

CARDENAS. 

By  Consular  Assistant   Geor^^e  A.  Makinson. 

In  this  section  of  Cuba  sugar-cane  raising  is  the  predominant  in- 
dustry upon  which  all  other  economic  activities  and  the  welfare  of 
the  population  depend.  The  cane  crop  for  1918  was  the  largest  on 
record,  and  although  sales  prices  and  foreign  shipments  were  controlled 
by  the  American  Sugar  Equalization  Board,  the  entire  exportable  sur- 
plus was  purchased  by  the  United  States  and  Allied  Governments 
at  a  figure  Avhich  represented  a  material  advance  over  the  price  re- 
ceived for  previous  crops  and  which  proved,  on  the  whole,  satis- 
factory to  local  planters. 

Retail  Trade — Effect  of  Exchange  on  Foreign  Trade. 

The  high  freight  rates  prevailing,  coupled  with  the  difficulties  and 
delays  due  to  the  restrictions  imposecl  by  war  conditions,  made 
themselves  severely  felt,  though  local  merchants  did  a  profitable 
business  and  there  were  but  few  failures  recorded  for  the  year 
under  review.  Prices  of  all  commodities  registered  sharp  advances 
and  many  articles  of  prime  necessity,  such  as  flour,  lard,  and  calcium 
carbide,  were  absolutely  unobtainable  for  several  months. 

The  volume  of  business  transacted  through  the  local  banks  reached 
new  levels,  while  public  utilities,  such  as  the  waterworks,  light 
plant,  and  street-car  sj'stem,  enjoj'ed  an  extended  patronage  and 
closed  the  year  with  substantial  gains  in  assets.  The  rate  of  ex- 
change against  the  United  States  ran  from  f  to  If  per  cent,  while 
Spanish  exchange  reached  such  high  levels  that  local  merchants, 
formerly  buyers  of  Spanish  merchandise,  w^ere  obliged  to  turn  to 
other  less  affected  markets  for  their  supplies. 
Building  Activities — Labor  Shortage. 

The  various  municipalities  spent  considerable  sums  for  public 
improvements,  such  as  streets,  parks,  hospitals,  and  sanitation.  The 
amount  of  new  construction  undertaken  on  private  account  was  far 
in  excess  of  former  years,  but  an  acute  shortage  of  suitable  buildings 
for  warehouses,  stores,  and  dwellings  still  exists. 
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Thoiiffh  cano  plantations,  factories,  and  other  enterprises  were 
handicapped  by  the  marked  sh.ortage  of  hihor,  Avhich  was  employed 
at  increased  wages,  considerable  unrest  existed  among  the  poorer 
elements,  and  several  minor  strikes  were  called  as  protests  against 
the  steady  advance  in  prices  of  foodstuffs,  clothing,  and  other  es- 
sentials. 
Prosperous  Season  for  Sugar  Industry. 

Spurred  on  by  the  high  prices  prevaling  for  sugar  and  the  bright 
outlook  for  the  future,  practically  all  of  the  sugar  estates,  aided  by 
favorable  weather,  were  increased  in  acreage  and  ^;everal  of  th^m  estab- 
lished ncAV  grinding  records.  The  21  mills  located  in  this  di^^trict  are 
credited  with  a  combined  output  of  nearly  3,000,000  bags  of  325 
pounds  each.  Notwithstanding  the  longer  and  more  expensive  rail- 
road haul,  several  of  these  mills  elected  to  ship  their  crop  through  the 
neighboring  port  of  Matanzas  where  loading  operations  are  facili- 
tated by  a  deep-water  roadstead. 

While  the  United  States  took  the  great  bulk  of  the  crop,  its  share 
consisting  of  1,850,356  bags,  numerous  cargoes  were  purchased  by 
the  British  Government.  In  addition  several  shiploads"  were  dis- 
patched to  French  ports  at  prices  substantially  the  same  as  those 
paid  by  the  American  Sugar  Equalization  Board.  In  contrast  with 
the  preceding  year  there  were  sufficient  vessels  available  in  1918  to 
move  the  crop  wdthout  undue  delay,  and  on  December  31  there  re- 
mained but  a  nominal  amount  of  sugar  on  hand  in  local  w^arehouses. 

Notwithstanding  the  increased  cost  of  labor,  fertilizers,  and  ma- 
chinery, which  has  raised  production  figures  to  an  unprecedented 
level,  many  local  interests  are  now  clearing  and  planting  new  land, 
as  the  early  relinquishment  of  Government  control  over  the  sugar 
market  is  predicted  and  maximum  prices  are  therefore  expected  for 
the  coming  crop. 
Refineries  Enlarged — Eum  Distilleries. 

The  tAvo  sugar  refineries  located  at  Cardenas  have  been  greatly 
enlarged,  so  that  at  present  their  combined  capacity  is  calculated  at 
2,000  bags  per  day.  Although  the  Cuban  market,  wdiicli  is  the  chief 
consumer  of  their  products,  continued  to  be  satisfactory,  the  restric- 
tions placed  on  the  exportation  of  refined  sugar  to  neutral  countries, 
such  as  Spain  and  ]Mexico,  shut  off  a  profitable  field  in  1918. 

The  local  rum  distilleries,  favored  by  the  embargo  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  molasses,  w^ere  able  to  contract  for  their  raw^  materials  at 
remarkably  low  figures  and  enjoyed  a  thriving  trade,  their  liquors 
finding  ready  markets  at  home  as  well  as  in  England,  Spain,  and 
South  America. 
Henequen  Culture — Manganese  Mining. 

Three  companies,  two  Cuban,  the  other  Cuban  and  INIexican,  are 
now  engaged  in  the  henequen  industry  which  has  sprung  up  in  this 
district  within  recent  years.  Lying  between  the  cities  of  Cardenas 
and  Matanzas  are  several  thousand  acres  of  land,  hitherto  considered 
unsuitable  for  agricultural  purposes,  but  now  planted  to  henequen. 
The  acreage  devoted  to  this  ]:)lant  is  constantly  increasing,  while  a 
large,  modern,  decorticating  plant  for  extracting  the  fiber  has  been 
recently  completed  at  Cardenas  and  is  working  at  full  capacity. 
The  cordage  manufactured  at  the  Matanzas  plant  is  of  the  highest 
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quality  and  finds  a  ready  market  in  the  face  of  c'oini)etiti()n  witli  tlie 
products  of  the  Philippine  Islands  and  Yucatan.  The  industry  is 
now  on  a  stable  footing-  and  promises  to  become  an  important  factor 
in  the  agricultural  and  industrial  life  of  the  Province. 

Xear  the  town  of  Ponce,  situated  25  miles  west  of  Cardenas,  lie 
extensive  deposits  of  high-grade  and  easily  accessible  manganese 
ore  which  received  favorable  mention  from  the  American  geological 
experts  who  toured  the  island  in  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
Government  in  the  spring  of  1917.  Early  in  1918  a  company  formed 
by  local  interests  secured  control  of  these  deposits  and  undertook  the 
exploitation  of  the  property  on  an  extensive  scale.  HoAvever.  the 
sudden  cessation  of  hostilities  caused  such  a  precipitous  drop  in  prices 
that  mining  became  unprofitable ;  the  undertaking  soon  lost  mo- 
mentum and  is  now  practically  at  a  standstill. 

Petroleum  and  Asphalt  Deposits. 

During  the  opening  months  of  1918  the  discovery  of  oil  in  the 
Province  of  Habana  attracted  considerable  attention  and  stimulated 
speculation  in  the  numerous  oil  prospects  throughout  the  country. 
Work  on  the  well  at  Hato  Nuevo,  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  Province 
of  Matanzas,  was  resumed  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  drill  had 
reached  a  depth  of  1,400  feet.  The  promoters  claim  to  have  encoun- 
tered satisfactory  showings  of  oil  at  this  level. 

The  asphalt  pit  located  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  the  Avell 
has  been  worked  with  good  results  throughout  the  year.  The  prod- 
uct which  is  110W  obtained  in  limited  quantities  is  said  to  compare 
favorably  with  Trinidad  asphalt  and  it  is  reported  that  the  output 
of  the  pit  is  being  sold  to  a  recently  erected  Habana  refinery. 

Imports  at  Cardenas  by  Countries. 

The  total  foreign  ccmmerce  passing  through  the  port  of  Cardenas 
in  1918  amounted  to  $43,502,185  of  which  $36,928,800  represented  ex- 
ports and  $6,573,325  imports.  The  figures  for  1917  were :  Exports, 
$38,551,979  and  imports,  $6,968,481.  It  is  thus  seen  that  both  im- 
ports and  exports  showed  slight  declines,  owing  undoubtedly  to  the 
restrictive  measures  of  the  United  States  War  Trade  Board  and  to 
the  fact  that  considerable  sugar  produced  in  this  district  was  shipped 
through  a  neighboring  port  which  ofi^ered  better  loading  facilities. 

The  United  States  furnished  67  per  cent  of  the  imports  and  Great 
Britain  supplied  7  per  cent.  The  table  below  gives  the  values  of  im- 
ports received  at  Cardenas  in  the  year  1918  compared  with  those  of 
1917,  and  shows  the  countries  of  origin : 


Countries  of  origin. 

1917 

1918 

Per  cent 
gain  ( + ) 
orloss(— ). 

Central  America 

$2,937 

260,042 

5,f;3S 

943, 293 

3,483 

4fi,.543 

34fi,.5()4 

14.427 

42,  (M  •■ 

646.424 

4,475,205 

181,291 

100  0 

China 

$392,496 

+  50.9 
100  0 

France 

India  and  Rangoon,  Burma 

808, 705 

2,. 566 

78,710 

224,412 

3,0.59 

28,905 

492,961 

4, 541,. 502 

—  14  2 

Japan 

+  20  3 

Mexico 

+  69. 1 
35  2 

Siam 

South  America 

78  7 

Spain .  . 

32  2 

United  Kinsidom 

23  7 

United  States 

+     14 

All  other  countries 

100  0 

Total 

6,968,481 

0,573,325 
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Imports  credited  to  China,  Siam,  India,  and  Burma  acfgregated 
$1,425,013,  or  21.0  per  cent  of  the  total,  and  consisted  wholly  of  rice; 
chickpeas  (garbanzos)  were  the  only  commodity  supplied  ])y  Mexico. 
The  South  American  trade  was  limited  to  jerked  beef  from  the  Ar- 
fljentine  Republic,  while  Spain  shipped  wines,  oliA'es,  and  preserved, 
fruits  during  the  year  under  review. 

Imports  by  Articles. 

The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  all  commodities  imported 
in  1918,  together  with  a  comparison  of  the  values  for  the  preceding 
year : 


Articles. 


Automobiles 

Candlas 

Ccinsnt 

Chemical  substances: 

Acid 

Calcium  carbide 

Fertilizers 

Salt 

other 

Coal: 

Anlhraci  te 

Uituininous 

Copper,  and  manufactures  of. . 

Cutlery 

Earthen,    stone,    and    china 
ware: 

Ceramic  products 

Earthen v.'are  producls 

Tabkware  (dishes,  etc.). . 

Othor 

Foodstuffs: 

Beans 

Butter 

Cheese 

CoSec 

Corn 

Fish- 
Cod 

other 

Flour,  whcit 

Forage 

Fruits,  fresh,  dried,  and 
preserved 

Hams,  smoked 

lard 

MilV,  condensed 

Onions,  in  crates 

Pork,  salt 

Potatoes 

Rice,  oriental 

Vesje  tables,  preserved 

Other 

Furniture 

Glr.ssware: 

Containers  (bottles) 

Mirrors 

other 

Hardware: 

Fine 

Nails 

Other 

Hides,  skins,   and   manufac- 
tures of: 

Boots-and  shoes 

Leather,  tanned 

other 


1917 


$20, 136 
22, 589 
73, 978 

36, 82.5 
31, 273 
101,361 
11,066 
27,234 


170,882 

64,:522 

3,066 


4, 1.56 
14,  mi 
29. 689 

8,100 

118,496 

13, 71.7 

3,  &35 

123,896 

264, 629 

4.5,965 

4,242 

414,220 

55, 474 

30,301 

15, 048 
611,867 

26, 712 

2,245 

102,974 

21,110 
,731,210 

11,878 
129,  O&j 

58, 942 

10, 985 

863 

21,400 

16,049 
25,697 
10,784 


72,861 
6,294 
13,932 


1918 


$12,448 
10,405 
81,480 

IS,  529 
20, 575 
120, 515 
0,926 
60,073 

1,043 
18,:i.56 
109,013 
12,021 


IS,  446 
11,744 
16,281 
7,573 

150, 4f.9 

5,407 

392 

95, 181 

133, 405 

57, 715 
28, 792 
142,026 
59, 2S1 

59,464 

64, 0.57 

579,679 

28,989 

2,287 

271,109 

120, 125 

1,598,693 

7,833 

98,524 

73,043 

16, 892 
176 

38, 258 

20, 829 
32, 121 
39, 778 


58, 873 
6,911 
8,078 


Arlicies. 


Iron  and  steel,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Cannon 

Iron,  cast 

Steel- 
Bars  and  rods 

Cables 

Flatosand  forms 

Lead .  and  manufactures  of. . . 
Lumlxfr,  j'ellow  pine: 

Not  planed 

Planed 

Machinery  and  accessories: 
Agricultiu-al  implements.. 

Electrical  machinery 

Miichinery  for  sujrar  mills. 

Parts  and  accessories 

Bailroid  equipment 

Scales  and  i>alances 

Sewing  machines 

Oils: 

Mineral— 

(•rude,  n.  e.  s 

Gasoline 

Petroleum 

Other  refined 

Vegetable: 

Cottonseed 

other 

Paints,  varnishes,  colors: 

Base  metal  colors 

Varnishes 

Other 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of . . 

Pharmaceuticalsubstances 

Soap 

Textiles: 

Ccttm 

Fiber,    vegetable    (jute 

bags) 

Silk 

Woolen 

Tin  plate: 

Manufactures  of ,  n.  e.  s 

Plates  and  sheets 

Tubes  and  fitting 

Other 

Wagons  and  conveyances 

Wines,  liquors,  beer 

All  other  artioles 


Total. 


?25, 966 

64,9.54 

12,262 

114,817 

34 

420,047 
116, 8G3 

56,840 
16,383 
26,. 529 
51,510 
375, 5G1 
5,654 
44, 040 


5,081 
11,9.54 

1.742 
40,430 

4,320 
7,806 

47,837 
2,514 
3,702 
22, 143 
46,478 
14, 432 

63, 594 

551, 677 

539 

3,180 

107,034 


21, 9.33 

575 

2, 3S2 

30, 954 

62, 655 


6, 968, 481 


1918 


$722 
25, 551 

105, 793 

16,714 

137,470 

1,599 

467,210 
134,670 

55,226 
19, 4or> 
280, 19& 
20,351 
90,969 
2,241 
48,699 


2,043 
19, 102 
48, 873 
40,019 

1,506 
9, 298 

71,405 
2,383 
3,500 
41,598 
45,595 
13,905 

69,015 

173, 880 
1,730 
4,322 

161,780 
17,165 
46,063 
1,587 
4,333 
23,638 
32, 679 


6,573,325 


As  shown  by  this  table,  foodstuffs,  lumber,  and  machinery  are  the 
principal  items  of  import.  The  1918  food  imports  were  valued  at 
$3,501,008  or  53.3  per  cent  of  the  year's  total,  while  lumber  and  ma- 


CUBA — CARDENAS.  5 

cliinerv  follow  with  $601,880  or  9.1  per  cent  for  the   former  and 
$517,090  or  7.8  per  cent  for  the  latter. 

Complete  Data  on  Exports  Not  Available — Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

Complete  customhouse  figures  covering  exportations  through  this 
port  for  the  calendar  year  1918  are  not  available,  but  it  is  known  that 
sugar  shipments  constituted  roughly  95  per  cent  of  the  total  and  that 
the  remainder  was  made  up  of  small  lots  of  rum,  bananas,  and  guava 
paste.  American  markets  absorbed  79  per  cent  of  all  exports,  while 
Great  Britain  held  second  place  with  18  per  cent  to  its  credit. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  all 
merchandise  declared  at  the  American  consular  agency  at  Cardenas, 
Cuba,  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  in  1918  and  a  comparison 
with  the  shipments  of  the  preceding  year : 


Ar 

icles. 

1917 

1918 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Asphalt,  crude 

Bananas 

lass.. 

numlrr. . 

ba->.. 

340 

67,  SCO 
167 

?6i3 
970 
308 

91,200 

S2,2S0 

Guava  paste 

Horses,  live 

Plants,  live 

6,000 
14 

598 

head . . 

crates.. 

2 

5.58 
40 

233 

347 
1,856,366 

16,309 

bags  of  325  pound^.. 

2, 100, 791 

33,547,479 

29,173,799 

Total 

33,549,998 

29, 193, 219 

Returned  American  goods  were  worth  $1,978  in  1917;  no  goods 
were  returned  during  the  year  under  review. 

During  the  calendar  years  1917  and  1918  no  goods  were  invoiced 
at  the  Cardenas  consular  agency  for  shipment  to  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii, 
or  the  Philippine  Islands. 

Movement  of  Vessels — Vessels  Cleared  from  Cardenas. 

Cardenas  is  not  a  port  of  embarkation  or  debarkation  for  pas- 
sengers. In  addition  to  the  large  fleet  of  sugar  steamers  (mostly 
the  property  of  the  United  States  Shipping  Board)  assigned  to  this 
run,  the  port  is  served  at  regular  intervals  by  the  general  cargo 
steamers  of  the  New  York  &  Cuba  Mail  Steamship  Co.  (the  Ward 
Line),  the  Munson  Steamship  Co.,  and  the  Empresa  Naviera  Cubana 
of  Habana.  No  trans- Atlantic  vessels  call  at  this  port  at  piesent 
except  the  sugar  steamers  operated  by  the  British  Admiralty. 

The  importation  of  pine  lumber  from  Florida  is  constantly  in- 
creasing, and  at  present  nearly  100  small  schooners  are  engaged  in 
this  trade. 
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The  following  statonient  shows  the  total  number  of  clearances  from 
the  port  of  Cardenas  during  1918;  vessels  engaged  in  the  Cuban 
coastwise  trade  are  not  included  : 


Nationality. 


American 

British 

Cuban 

Danish 

Hon(liiran...f. 

Norwegian 

Spanish 

Swedish 


Sailing 

vessels. 


Num- 
ber 


Tons. 


14, 153 
1,540 

773 
1,847 

105 


Total 96  !  18,418 


Steamers. 


Num- 
ber. 


31 
1 
1 

201 


Tons. 


72, 251 

85, 092 

7,298 

88,592 


54,732 

2,305 

890 

311,160 


Total. 


Num- 
ber. 


128 
42 

9 
84 

1 
31 

1 

1 

297 


Tons. 


90 


404 
632 
071 
439 
105 
732 
305 
890 


329, 578 


Per- 
centage 
of  each 
nation- 
ality. 


26.2 

26.3 
2.4 

27.4 
.1 

16.6 
.7 
.3 

foo.o 


CHANGES  IN  SERIAL  NUMBERS  FOR  SUPPLEMENTS. 


Owine:  to  the  changes  in  the  countries  of  Europe  caused  by  the  war, 
the  serial  numbers  under  which  the  supplements  to  Commerce  Re- 
ports have  been  published  have  been  revised  and  are  now  as  follows : 


Country. 


Europe: 

Austria 

Bcldiiin 

Bnlvuria 

Cze-li  -Slovakia 

PCTiiuark 

Finland 

Frani-o 

Gernuiuy 

Greece. " 

Italy 

Nctlierlands 

Norway 

Poland 

Portu?al 

Runwnia 

Russia 

Serbia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Swit7.crland 

Turlcey 

United  Ivint;dom 

Other  E\irope 

North  America: 

British  Honduras 

Briti-h  West  Indies.. 

Canada 

Costa  Rica 

Cuba 

Dominican  Republic. 

Dutsh  West  Indies. . . 

French  West  Indies. . 

Guatemala 

Haiti 

Honduras 

Mexico 

Newfomidland 

Nicaragua 

Panama 

Salvador 

Other  North  America 


No.  of 
supple- 
ment. 


Country. 


South  America: 

Argentina 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Chile 

Colombia 

Ecuador 

Guianas 

Parajuav 

Peru...." 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 

Asia: 

Aden 

British  India 

Ceylon 

China 

Entch  East  Indies... 

French  Indo-China. . . 

Japan ; 

Malaysia 

Persia 

Siam 

Other  Asia 

Oceania: 

Australia 

New  Zealand 

Other  Oceania 

Africa: 

Al9;eria 

Belrian  Congo 

British  East  .\ frica. . . 

British  South  Africa. 

British  West  Africa . . 

Etrypt 

French  Africa 

Liiieria 

Morocco 

Portuguese  Africa 

Other  Afric-a 

United  States  Possessions 


No.  of 
supple- 
ment. 


41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
4S 
49 
50 
51 

52 
5:3 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 

63 
64 
65 

66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
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